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Chapter 1 -  
Strategic Context
1.0	 Introduction

Pennine Lancashire includes a range of housing market conditions in Blackburn with Darwen, 
Hyndburn, Burnley, Pendle, Rossendale and Ribble Valley. However the major challenge for 
Pennine Lancashire (PL) remains the legacy of industrial decline and preponderance of poor 
condition older terraced housing. It was an acceleration of this decline in the 1990s which 
led to the establishment of the Housing Market Renewal (HMR) Programme. The housing 
market is never static. The Pennine Lancashire Housing Strategy (PLHS) presents a coherent, 
inclusive and robust response to the challenge going forward.

The longer term vision allows the strategy to address short term needs, respond flexibly to 
changing market conditions, whilst maintaining a course to achieve transformation. We wish 
to create confidence and create the right environment within which the private sector will 
invest and flourish.


